

Stagecoach Days 
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Bike across the mountains to the Ohio River. By 1BHJ, uu* 
turnpike had reached the Ohio at the mouth of the Big 

^Two gentlemen by the names of Caldwell and Surbough 
formed the first stagecoach company along this ™ad. They 
began operating stages between Lewisburg and Charleston 
(West l Virginia, in 1827. A year later they extended 
their lines to the Big Sandy. The fare from Lewisburg 

*° Trips'were mTde between the Big Sandy and Lewisburg 
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daily, this distance could be covered intvr> 
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The fare from the mouth of Big Sandy - 






West Virginia History 

iU pxoensive. People going 

Toll gates were bothersome J gate _ were exempt 

to mill, or those residing n abused thls pnvl lege. 

from paying toll at th ^ ^ c ^ pass through their fields, 
less" charge than toll gate 

detouring toll gates, iu* 
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jo^PeSns wiTliv^t Boomer in Fayette County West 
Wrainia its Leonard Turner who had hrs coach and horses 
captured during the War Between the States; and its slash¬ 
ing Die Vandever who drove the last stagecoach between 
Charleston and Lewisburg in 1873. And there were the 
inn proprietors who took pride in serving their guests, 
providing the best conveniences available for the period. 
Then there were shopping places of different nature all 
along the route. One of the most noted stage stops was 
the Old Stone Tavern near Clifftop in Fayette County, 
West Virginia. Generals Lee and Rosecrans used the 
building as headquarters at different times during the War 
Between the States Other notables known to have stopped 
there arc Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson. Thomas H. Ben¬ 
ton, Daniel Webster, and John C. Breckenridge. 

Today, passengers in much greater numbers ride fast 
ran trains along this general route, the baggage is neatly 
**** in rar * ahead, the rate is much cheaper, and 
gunt rng it or* carry a thousand times more freight 
man the colorful freight wagons of a century ago 



